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REV. WILLIAM MAINS 
CHURCH OFFICE:  762-6626 

 

�  When there is a birth in the family. 
�  When there is a death in the family. 
�  When someone close to you is ill or in the hospital, or in need 

of spiritual help. 
�  When someone in the family is going off to college or joining 

the armed forces. 
�  When there are marital problems and before you call the 

lawyer. 
�  When someone in the congregation has done something to 

anger you. 
�  When you have a suggestion for the congregation. 
�  When you have a question about the Bible, Christianity or 

Lutheranism. 
�  When something in your life is troubling you. 
�  When alcohol or drug dependency is a problem for you or 

someone close. 
�  When you move to a different area. 
�  When you just plain want someone to talk with. 
�  When you want to be specifically remembered in prayer. 

 

 The pastor of a congregation does more than lead worship and 
preach on Sunday morning. A pastor is concerned with the lives of 
people and, unfortunately, the pastor is often times the last to know 
about major events in people’s lives because people forget to tell 
them. Whenever you need the pastor’s help or care…don’t hesitate to 
call, stop by or leave a note. 
 
 

Pastor Bill is not in the office on Fridays. The office is open from 
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF 
William Mains, Pastor                262-681-3368 
Becca Mains, Youth Director 
Thomas Reifenberg, Organist            303-3515 
Tammy Woodbury, Saturday Keyboard          975-9609 
Jana Larson, Choir Director 
Sharon Piastowski, Secretary/Education Coordinator        764-4066 
John Jones, Custodian 
 
 

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED  
 

Jill Wilcheck 
 
 
 

COMMITTAL  
 
 A committal service was held on November 22 for Walter 
Ruehmer who died on November 8 at the age of 94. 
 
 
 
 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
 
 Mike Zingsheim  Evelyn Lokken 
 Marion Hansen  Roger Malcolm 
 Pam Cooper   Dagne Domino 
 Margo Kullmann  Don Barbian, Jr. 
 Fern Christianson 
 Gina Lorentzen 
 Barb Meyer  
 Pastor Jim Niederloh 
 Bill Tillman  
 Ramona Stefanski 
 Ron Meyer 



TRINITY EVENTS IN DECEMBER 
December 1  6:30  Caring Ministry Team 
December 2 & 3 Christmas Cookie Sale (Canceled) 
December 3  Christmas Concert at Carthage College 
December 4  9:15  Youth Ministry Team 

Poinsettia Orders Due 
   Fruit Orders Due 
   1:00-2:30  Christmas Program Practice 
December 4 & 18 SCRIP Orders Due 
December 5 & 12 6:30-8:00  Catechism Class 
December 5  6:30  Finance Ministry Team 
   6:30  Stewardship Ministry Team 
December 6  6:30-8:00  Ladies Advent Tea 
December 6  9:00  Quilting 
December 7  1:30  Dorcas Circle at Kathryn’s 
   6:00  Property Team 
   7:00  Worship/Music Team 
December 8  7:00  Council Meeting 
December 8 & 15 10:30-11:30  Adult Bible Study 
December 10  Pie Sale at SM Farmer’s Market (Indoor) 
   1:00-2:30  Christmas Program Practice 
December 11  4:00  Sunday School Christmas Program 
December 12  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
December 13  6:30  Sarah Circle at Carolyn Onsager’s 
December 18  9:15  Blood Pressure Checks 
   9:15  Outreach Team Meeting 
December 19  6:30-8:00  Christmas Caroling 
December 24  CHRISTMAS EVE 
   3:00 & 5:00  Candlelight Services 
   11:00  Service of Candlelight & Communion 
December 25  CHRISTMAS DAY 
   10:00 Service of Carols & Communion 
December 26  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
December 31  NEW YEARS EVE 
   5:00  Worship/Communion 
January 1  9:15  Worship/Communion 
 



WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturday:  5:00 PM, Sunday:  8:00 & 10 30 AM 

Contemporary Services:  1st and 3rd Sundays of the Month at 10:30 
4th Sunday at 8:00 

 

 
 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
 
     Advent worship services follow our usual schedule of 
traditional and contemporary worship. We will worship on 
Saturday evenings at 5:00 PM, and Sunday mornings at 8:00 and 
10:30 AM. A contemporary worship service is offered on 
December 4th and December 18th at 10:30 AM.  
     Christmas Eve Candlelight services are scheduled at 3:00 and 
5:00 PM. 
     Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion worship is at 11:00 
PM. 
     Christmas Day Communion Worship is at 10:00 AM (Please 
note: this is our traditional Christmas Day time of worship, NOT 
our “single service on Sunday worship time) 
 
     New Year’s Eve worship with Communion is at 5:00 PM, 
Saturday, December 31. 
 
     New Year’s Day worship with Communion is at 9:15 AM, 
Sunday, January 1. (Please note: this is our usual “single service on 
Sunday” worship time) 
 
     The church offices will be closed on Monday, December 26, 
and Monday, January 2. 



 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  

 
 All are welcome to share in the excitement as our Sunday 
School students present a special program, “The Birth of a Baby” 
on Sunday, December 11, at 4:00 PM. 
 

 
 
 
 

LADIES ADVENT TEA  
 
 Please join other TLC women for a potluck Advent Tea to 
be held Tuesday, December 6, at 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall. 
Guests are most welcome as we feast on fellowship, music, and, of 
course, delicious food. Dinner will be followed by carols and a 
short Advent Program. 
 In place of gifts for each other, we will be accepting 
donations to the Divine Intervention Cold Weather Ministry in 
Cudahy. Please RSVP using the form on the invitation which is 
included in this issue of the Tidings, or contact Judy Page at 
pagejudith@att.net, or 571-0482. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTE FROM PASTOR BILL  
Dear Friends in Christ, 

I hate waiting. Maybe I’ve become impatient in my old age. 
Maybe I’ve got too much in my schedule and need to move on to 
the next thing. Maybe I’ve developed an aversion to wasting time 
sitting around doing nothing. Maybe it’s a combination of all that 
and more. 

I don’t like waiting and hour and a half at a tire store 
waiting to have the tires on my car rotated. I feel trapped, as if I’m 
being forced to look at the objects the store has for sale. I don’t 
like waiting in the doctor’s office waiting for my annual physical. I 
feel like time is just dragging on and I tend to fall asleep so it 
doesn’t feel so long. I don’t like waiting in restaurants for a table. I 
feel like part of a herd of people all wanting to eat at the same 
time. 

As of the last weekend of November, the Church has 
entered the season of Advent. Would you like to guess what 
Advent is about? Yep, you guessed it! Waiting!! Depending 
perhaps on our age and perhaps on our outlook toward faith and 
life, we’re waiting for Christmas to come or for Jesus to return. 
When I was a child, it seemed to take FOREVER to get from 
Thanksgiving to Christmas Day when we would open our gifts. 
Now that I’m an adult, I certainly enjoy Christmas, but I’m also 
waiting for Christ’s return. 

I’m waiting for Christ to come and heal this broken world. 
I’m waiting for Christ to right all the world’s wrongs, to set just 
and merciful people into positions of leadership, to open the hearts 
and minds of oppressors and abusers, to provide for the poor and 
powerless, the hungry and the homeless, to bring about the 
Father’s Kingdom on earth. 

So, OK, it’s been 2,000 years since Jesus promised he 
would return, and he told us that no one (which means absolutely 
no one) knows when he will return. And until he does, we wait. 

Did you see above where I said I hate waiting? Well, I’ve 
learned that waiting for Jesus to return is a whole different kind of 
waiting. It’s not a waiting to kill time. It’s not a waiting without 
purpose. In fact, it’s the exact opposite. It’s a waiting to use our 
time. It’s a waiting with a very clear purpose. 



We are called to prepare for his return here and now. We 
are called to be Christ’s hands and heart in a broken world, seeking 
to bind up the wounds and bring about the wholeness and healing 
that Christ wants for all of Creation. We are called feed the hungry, 
give drink to the thirsty, welcome strangers, clothe the naked, care 
for the sick and visit those in prison. 

We may be waiting this Advent for Christ to return, but 
we’re certainly not wasting our time. We are working to bring 
about the Father’s Kingdom in small things and in large things. 

Christmas is coming, and in fact, is just around the corner. 
Jesus to coming back, but no one knows when. Until that time, we 
can wait with anticipation and hope as we use our waiting time 
carry on Christ’s mission and ministry. 

Happy waiting! Blessed Advent! Merry Christmas! 
Yours in Christ’s Service, 
Pastor Bill 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  
 

 The Catechism Classes are going Christmas caroling and 
are inviting members of the congregation to join them. The event is 
scheduled for Monday, December 19, 6:30-8:00 PM. The plan is to 
visit several of TLC’s older members and shut-ins during that time. 
We’ll map out several homes and ask everyone to caravan from 
one home to the next. If you’ve got a 
couple of extra seats in your car, 
please let Becca know so we can 
offer car pooling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TLC PIE BAKING EVENT  
Friday, December 9th     

8AM – ? 
 

The Outreach Ministry Team is again organizing a pie baking 
event for pies to be sold at the Indoor South Milwaukee Farmer’s 

Market.  We will use this event as a way to invite people to Trinity 
for our Christmas services.  

 
Bring your favorite rolling pin to help us to assemble and bake 

apple and strawberry/rhubarb pies to sell on December 10th.  Lunch 
will be provided. 

 
We are also asking for donations of flour, sugar and shortening.  

Please have any donations to church by  
Wednesday, December 7th . 

 
Sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex. 

If you have any questions, please 
contact  

Margie Fischer at 414-762-5435 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A CHRISTMAS TAPESTRY  
“Christmas reminds us we are not alone. We are not 

unrelated atoms, bouncing and ricocheting amid aliens, but are a 
part of something, which holds and sustains us. As we struggle 
with shopping lists and invitations, compounded by December's 
bad weather, it is good to be reminded that there are people in our 
lives who are worth this aggravation, and people to whom we are 
worth the same. Christmas shows us the ties that bind us together, 
threads of love and caring, woven in the simplest and strongest 
way within the family.” 

—Donald E. Westlake 



ADULT BIBLE STUDIES  
 

Our Thursday morning Bible Studies have started with 
about 15 adults meeting at 10:30 AM for an hour of conversation 
and Scripture. Over the past several years, we’ve been focusing on 
the upcoming weekend’s Gospel lesson. This year we’re planning 
something different. For October, November and December, we’re 
going to rotate through the lessons for the upcoming weekend. 
Here’s the schedule for the rest of 2011 (please note: there have 
been some changes to the schedule since last month’s newsletter): 

 
Thursday, 12/01 - NO CLASS 
Thursday, 12/08 - Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
Thursday, 12/15 - First Lesson: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Thursday, 12/22 - NO CLASS 
Thursday, 12/29 - NO CLASS 
 
The 9:15 Sunday morning group has started a review of 

biblical history through the book of Genesis. The assigned chapters 
for the beginning of December includes readings through the 
following chapters of Genesis: 20-22, 23-26, 27-35, 37-50. 

Please note: there is no class scheduled for Sundays, 12/4, 
Christmas Day nor New Years Day. Classes will resume on 
January 8. 
 
 
 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN NEWS  

 
 Eight ladies from Trinity attended the ELCW Cluster event 
at Unity Lutheran Church in Milwaukee on November 12. The 
event included representative of about 20 churches and included 
breakfast, a short serve, and an excellent video presentation 
“Really Bad Girls of the Bible” by Liz Curtis Higgs. 
 Watch for future ELCW events and information on the 
bulletin board near the lift. 
 



FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

Operating Budget Summation 
    Month of October 2011 Year-to-date 

Income 28,645.34 249,436.47 
Expenses 31,698.32 247,547.90 
Net Income (3,052.98) 1,888.57 

 

As a result of your generous financial stewardship so far this year 
we were able to give the pastor, secretary, youth coordinator, 
choir director, and custodian a 3% raise which was approved at 
the TLC annual meeting. 

October Project Uplift Reserve Fund  
 $15,245.59 Month’s beginning balance 
 2,010.00 Month’s contributions 
 6,837.90 Month's roof payment 
 10,417.69 Ending balance 
 

Year-To-Date Project Uplift Summary 
Balance Jan 1, 2011 29,375.34 
Contributions 24,384.25 
Expenses -43,341.90 
Balance Oct 31, 2011 10,417.69 

 

A special thank you for the generous gifts to our latest project, 
which is the replacement of the Sanctuary roof and flat roof areas 
of our church building.  
 
 

 
COOKIES NEEDED 

 

We are again offering cookies, coffee, and 
fellowship between services. A sign-up 
sheet is in the narthex to bring cookies to 
share. 
 
 



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
What is it worth to you? 

What is it worth to you to have your child in Sunday School? If 
you had to put a dollar value on it what would you pay? In Sunday 
School your child learns about the 10 Commandments, other Christian 
values and how God loves us – that is worth something right? We pay a 
few bucks a week for coffee or soda, what is Sunday School worth? 
What is it worth to you to have your elderly relative, or family member 
in the hospital, receive a visit from Pastor Bill or someone else in the 
congregation? What is it worth to you to have the support of a kind word, 
counseling and prayers when you might be facing some rough times? We 
spend money on trips, vacations and sporting events; what is the 
Church’s support for us worth? What is it worth to you to hear the choir 
sing, the bells played or rock with the band during services? What is it 
worth to you to be led in worship by Pastor Bill, hear God’s word and 
receive God’s forgiveness and blessing? We pay 40 dollars or more a 
month for TV cable service, what is a church service worth? What is it 
worth to have your youth grow in Christ, learn about service and have 
positive Christian experiences they’ll remember – forever? 

What is it worth to you – is that an uncomfortable question? 
Well, we live in a capitalistic world, we work, we get paid and we have 
to pay for the goods and services we buy. What sort of value do you 
place on what you get from Church? What is it worth to you? 

A couple weeks ago the Stewardship Team asked us make our 
offering pledges for next year. In the Sundays leading up to that, we were 
asked to think about all the blessings we have in our lives; health, family, 
faith and even possessions. We didn’t talk about money, not talking 
about money is very common in Lutheran Churches, at least in the 
congregations I’ve belonged to. When I think about it, not talking about 
money seems a little strange. Like I said, we live in a capitalistic society, 
our Church is a family in Christ and we are also a non-profit business 
with income, budgets and expenses. Maybe we should talk about money 
more. 

Tithing is introduced in the Old Testament of the Bible where 
you find lots of rules and regulations and commandments. Tithing is 
where you give 10% of what you earn to the Church, yes it would be 



great if we could all Tithe, I know most of us give what we can. The 
concept of a Free Will offering, giving what you can, is introduced in the 
New Testament. When you think about what you can give, is that 7% or 
5% or 3% of what you make? Do the math and really look at the 
numbers; what would that amount be? I know we just turned in our 
pledges – if you haven’t turned in your pledge you still have time - and 
maybe I should have written this column a couple months ago. I ask you 
to think about what Church is worth to you and when you give your 
offering, it’s ok to give more than you pledged. 

Peace Be With You 
Steve 

 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE MINISTRY TEAM  
 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday, December 3, 4:00 p.m. - Carthage College trip 
Tuesday, December 6, 6:30 p.m. - Advent Tea 
 
 
Carthage College Christmas dinner and concert 
 Just a reminder for everyone who signed up for this dinner 
and concert.  The bus will leave church at 4:00 p.m. Saturday, 
December 3rd.  We will have your tickets for you at church, and 
when we arrive at Carthage, there will be place cards so you can 
easily find your table. 

 
 

SATURDAY STITCHERS  
 
 The Saturday Stitchers group will not meet in December. 
 
 
 



YOUTH NEWS 
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 Joy to the World is one of my favorite 
songs for the Christmas season. It is the best song 
to describe Christmas. It tells us to rejoice 

because Jesus has been born to save us from our sins. The song is 
direct and it’s hard to miss the point, which in today’s society, is a 
good thing. For me, it seems that Christmas has become less about 
Jesus and more about presents and other material items. I’ll be 
honest. I love to give presents. Nothing makes me happier than to 
see someone else happy. However, at Christmas, I don’t seem to 
get that same feeling. Perhaps because it feels like I’m under 
pressure to get the ‘right’ gift and to somehow meet all the 
expectations that movies and commercials make us feel about how 
Christmas should to be.  
 This year I have decided to do something different. I’m 
going to try my hardest to put my entire focus on where it should 
be: on Jesus. I’ll still buy gifts, but I’m going to try not to worry 
about it being ‘right’, but instead ensure that it comes from the 
heart. I will celebrate this season as it was meant to be. So, I wish 
you and your family a very blessed Christmas and “Let every heart 
prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, Joy to the World!” 
 
   Merry Christmas, 
    Becca 
 
Upcoming events: 
 

December 
11th- Christmas Concert 
19th- Congregation/Confirmation Christmas Caroling, 
6:30-8 
 
January 
8th- Elementary @ the Movies, 1 
15th- MS & HS @the Movies, 1 

 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS  
Christmas Program 
     Preparation is well under way by Music Director, Jana Larson and the 
Education Ministry Team to present the annual Sunday School Christmas 
Program titled "The Birth of a Baby".  It will be presented at 4:00 PM on 
Sunday, December 11th with refreshments to follow downstairs for 
family and friends in the Fellowship Hall. The program will be presented 
by the 3 Year Old through 5th Grade Classes. We hope you can join us.  
As in the past, Program rehearsals will be held Sunday December 4th 
from 1:00 to 2:30 PM and Saturday, December 10th from 1:00 to 2:30 
PM.   As we typically set up the risers after the 10:30 service before the 
first rehearsal (December 10th) and take them down right after the 
program, your help would be greatly appreciated. 
Hat, Sock, and Mitten Tree 
     As in years past, the Hat, Sock, and Mitten Tree, is now set up in the 
Narthex to accept your donations.  Please bring your gifts of holiday 
warmth and cheer (gloves, mittens, socks, scarves, earmuffs, hats, and 
caps), either purchased or homemade and place them on or under the 
tree.  The first delivery to the South Milwaukee Human Concerns will be 
made before December 16th when they close for the year, and a second 
one will be made after the first of the year as donations continue to be 
placed on or under the tree.  We thank all of you who so generously 
support this annual effort. 
Advent 
     The first Sunday in Advent this year is on November 28th and we will 
again hand out Advent Boxes to all Sunday School 3 Year Olds through 
9th Graders to promote Christmas sharing and caring.  In keeping with the 
spirit of Christmas, let’s think about those less fortunate than ourselves 
and give generously.  Proceeds from the Advent Boxes as well as the 
Christmas Program offerings will be given to local charities. 
Sunday School Break  
     This year Christmas falls on a Sunday.  As a result, there will be no 
Sunday School classes on that day and the following Sunday, January 
1st.  We ask all of our Sunday School children to attend our Christmas 
Eve, Christmas Day, and New Years Day services with their parents.  
Sunday School classes resume on Sunday, January 8th. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS!     Ray Bergwin and Sharon Piastowski 



Library New Book Reviews from your Trinity  
In addition to the two titles 
described below, please check 
out the library shelves in the 
narthex.  We have stocked a 
good number of Advent & 
Christmas titles for your 
enjoyment. 
 

Peace On Earth 
Casting Crowns, audio CD 
     Following the highly successful 
The Altar and The Door album and 
tour, Grammy Award-winning group 
Casting Crowns released its first 
Christmas record. Known for its life-
changing ministry of renewal and 
discipleship, Casting Crowns 
continues that mission with an album 
of songs dedicated to the meaning 
behind this holy season.  The disc 
opens with a new melody for "I 
Heard the Bells on Christmas Day," 
including a new chorus sung by a 
boy's choir. It really makes the song 
come alive in a new way. 
     The members of Casting Crowns 
each serve in student ministry in their 
local churches. “Our songs have 
always come from our ministry in the 
church,” says lead singer & 
songwriter, Mark Hall. “They start as 
messages on Wednesday night, 
things we’re teaching our teenagers 
and their families. Our typical 
Wednesday night crowd is about 
70% students and 30% parents. So 
we’re a family ministry and that 
comes out in the crowds who come to 
our concerts. You’ll see a six-year-

old and a 60-year-old at a Crowns 
concert.”  Casting Crowns has 
received an American Music Award 
and 20 GMA Dove Awards 
collectively between band and lead-
singer Mark Hall. 
 
Veggie Tales: Little Drummer Boy 
Big Idea publisher, DVD, 45 minutes 
     In this Veggie-version of a 
holiday classic, Junior Asparagus 
stars as The Little Drummer Boy, a 
lonely child who finds the true 
meaning of Christmas when he 
stumbles upon the birth of the baby 
Jesus. A story of generosity, hope 
and love, this timeless tale will warm 
the hearts of children everywhere. 
 
This Christmas Night: 
Reflections from Our Hearts to 
Your Home 
Billy & Ruth Bell Graham, 
hardcover, 192 pages 
     Christmas is more than a date on 
the calendar. It's a celebration of the 
coming of Christ. This book from 
one of the most beloved Christian 
couples of the twentieth century is a 
reflection on the tender love of God 
that brought Jesus to our world. 
Heart-warming writings about the 
incarnation and gorgeous pictures 
combine to create a wonderful 
Christmas book. There is no time like 
the Christmas season to enjoy a 
heart-warming collection of inspiring 
and personal writings in the unique 
style of the Grahams that offer hope, 
joy, and peace. 

 



TRINITY SCHOLARSHIP NEWS  
 
This year we have awarded $3,000 in church scholarships.   We want to 
thank each of you who contributed to the Scholarship Fund.  Without 
your gifts these Church Scholarship Awards would not be possible. 

In order to continually promote the Scholarship Program we wish to 
promote the guidance for awarding Church Scholarships: 

Applicants are active in the life of the congregation through 
worship, receiving the sacraments, continuing education (Sunday School, 
Bible Study, Campus Ministry programs), youth events, and volunteer work. 

Applicants are accepted or enrolled as a full time student to attend 
classes on a campus of a Lutheran seminary, Lutheran college, or other 
accredited colleges and universities. 

Applicants are seeking a degree at one of the following levels: 
Associate Degree  Bachelor Degree 
Master Degree   Ph D 

Applicants may receive one scholarship from Trinity Lutheran 
church for each degree he/she is pursuing.  If an applicant is not successful 
in receiving a scholarship in a given year, he/she may apply the following 
year. 

We appreciate the generosity of all those who have given to the 
Scholarship Program and ask for your continued support.  Donations to the 
Scholarship program should be made using the blue designated fund 
envelopes or a plain envelope.  Please indicate Scholarship fund on either 
envelope. 
We thank each of you who contributed to the Scholarship Fund.  
Without your gifts these Church Scholarship Awards would not be 
possible. 
 
 
 

Dorcas Circle meets at 1:30 on Wednesday, December 7 at the 
home of Kathryn Swanson. 
Sarah Circle meets at 6:30 on Tuesday, December 13, at the home 
of Carolyn Onsager. 
Sisters in Christ Circle is not meeting in December. 
 



ODD REASONS YOU SPEND MORE 
 

How much you spend might depend on how religious you 
are. 

At first blush, it seems that whether or not a person is 
religious should have little effect on his shopping behavior. But 
according to one study conducted last year by Gavan Fitzsimons, a 
professor of marketing and psychology at Duke University, secular 
shoppers may end up spending more than their religious 
counterparts. 

Fitzsimons and his fellow researchers surveyed more than 
1,000 consumers and found that those with less religion in their 
lives were more likely to embrace brand-name products as a means 
to express their identity, while consumers who identified as being 
more religious felt less of a desire to find other ways to express 
themselves and so were more likely to purchase generic goods. 

The net effect of this, as Fitzsimons notes, is that secular 
shoppers spend "way more" on branded goods, which can lead to a 
significantly higher bill, given that generics are almost always 
cheaper than brand-name products. 

Article found online at www.msn.com/saving-money 
 
 
 

A CHRISTMAS BLESSING  
 

May you have the Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace, 
The Gladness of Christmas, which is Hope, 

The Heart of Christmas, which is Love, 
The Gift of Christmas, which is Christ. 

 

—Ada Hendricks 
 
 



 
SUNDAY SCHOOL BIRTHDAYS  

IN DECEMBER  
 

      December 1      Emma Jeske 
      December 2      Max Hennemann 
      December 3      Nathan Kujawa 
      December 8      Megan Cieczka  
      December 8      Jonas Johnson 
      December 12      Sierra Crogan 
      December 14      Valerie Fischer 
      December 15      Norah McDaniel 
      December 21      Brady Ahler 
      December 29      Conner Bruneau 
      December 31      Carlie Peterson 
 
 
 
 
 
Our latest World Hunger effort, “GIVE A GOAT,” 
is underway. Goats provide families living in 
poverty with food, funds and fertilizer, all helping 
to raise their standard of living. $5 a month will 
raise enough to “GIVE A GOAT” 
 
 
 
 
 



SOUTH MILWAUKEE/OAK CREEK INTERFAITH…  
 Is looking for volunteers to drive and to help older adults in our 
community. Even if you can spare as little as 1 hour per month, we could use 
your help. A great opportunity for retired people to help in our community. 
Please call:  762-1998. 
 

HUMAN CONCERNS 
 The first weekend of each month is designated as Human Concerns 
Day. Please bring some non-perishable food items to place in the bin. The 
emphasis for December is baking supplies, Christmas foods, canned goods, 
or any other items you can provide. 
 

HOSPITAL STAYS 
 Federal law greatly restricts the disclosure of patient information by 
hospitals. As a result, the pastor and church office may not know that a 
church member has been admitted to the hospital. If you are hospitalized and 
would like to notify the pastor, it is important that you (or a family member) 
inform the church office as soon as possible. Call us at 762-6626. 
Remember, hospitals can no longer provide this information for us. 
 

PICK-‘N SAVE “WE CARE” PROGRAM  
 Trinity is still part of Pick’ n Save’s “We Care” program. If you 
have Trinity’s account number 838900 listed on your Advantage Plus Savers 
Club card, we will automatically be credited with purchases from any Pick’ 
n Save store included. Proceeds are used to help fund our Youth Group. 
 

STEWARDSHIP:  SM RECYCLING/YOUTH FUND  
 South Milwaukee Recycling, 1200 Minnesota Ave. (762-1700) will 
take your aluminum cans and other metal and send a check to our Youth 
Fund. All you need do is tell the worker that you would like your “earnings” 
to be donated to the Trinity Lutheran Youth Fund and they will do the rest. 
 

TENT RENTAL  
 Trinity Lutheran owns a 20’ x 30’ tent that is available for rental for 
$75.00. Be sure to keep this in mind for your next family gathering! Check 
with the office to reserve a date. 
 



COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  
 
Dec. 3      5:00 PM Danny Soddy 
Dec. 4      8:00 AM Jay Kullmann, Karen Crump, 

Lori Mijokovic 
    10:30 AM Jim & Gail English, Paula Tarnowski 
Dec. 10     5:00 PM Gina Dathe 
Dec. 11     8:00 AM Margie Fischer, Jeff & Jenna Jagler 
    10:30 AM Besty & Maddie Baranek, Nate Keller 
Dec. 17     5:00 PM Cheryl Parkinson 
Dec. 18     8:00 AM Ron & Margaret McMullen, Becca Mains 
Dec. 24 & 25  Volunteers Needed 
Dec. 31     5:00 PM LaVerne Vad 
 
 
 

ALTAR GUILD  
 

 December  Dianne Guckenberger, Jean Belter, 
    Alice Grant 

 
 
 
 

BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 
 

  December 18  Jeff Crogan 
 
 

Be sure to check out Trinity’s website at www.tlcsm.org. 
 
 



ACOLYTES  
 
December 3    5:00 PM Micheal Garlie 
December 4    8:00 AM Jordan Janusiak 
     Rease Thoreson 
   10:30 AM Eric Wendt 
     Hannah Mains 
December 10    5:00 PM Micheal Garlie 
December 11    8:00 AM Alexis Cuda 
     Emily Ploch 
   10:30 AM Eric Wendt 

Hannah Mains 
December 17    5:00 PM Micheal Garlie 
December 18    8:00 AM Rease Thoreson 

Tanner Hennemann 
   10:30 AM * 
December 24    3:00 PM Madeline Cieczka 
CHRISTMAS EVE   JJ Karweik 
     5:00 PM * 
   11:00 PM * 
December 25  10:00 AM * 
CHRISTMAS DAY    
December 31    5:00 PM * 
 
January 1    9:15 AM * 
 
 

COFFEE MAKING  
 

 
December 4  Ray Bergwin 
December 11  Sharon Piastowski 
December 18  Debi Paget 

 



 
ALTAR FLOWER SCHEDULE  

 

 
December 4  Denise Kujawa, Mark & Karen Sostarich 
December 11  Aaron & Patty Rosek-Johnson 
   Cary & Sylvia Fischer 
December 18  Ray & Alice Grant, * 
December 25  Poinsettias 
 
 
 

SCHEDULED READERS 
 

December 3   5:00 PM  Stephanie Truckenmiller 
December 4   8:00 AM  Jana Larson 
  10:30 AM  Sue Zylka 
December 10   5:00 PM  Walt Reichelt 
December 11   8:00 AM  Lori Mijokovic 
  10:30 AM  * 
December 17   5:00 PM  Julie Kubasa 
December 18   8:00 AM  Phyllis Henriksen 
  10:30 AM  Cristina Crogan 
December 24 & 25   Volunteers 
December 31   5:00 PM  Sharon Piastowski 
 
 

COMMUNION GLASS WASHERS  
 

 

December 1-15 Joanne Schaefer, Holli Cieczka 
December 16-31 Margaret McMullen, 
   Mike & Amy Radtke 
 

 



NURSERY ATTENDANTS 
 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 
FOR SATURDAY 

AND SUNDAY, 8:00 
SERVICES 

 
 
 

 
 
December 4   10:30 AM  Erin Ulezelski 
December 11   10:30 AM  Amy Radtke 
December 18   10:30 AM  Ramona Peterson 
 

 

GREETERS 
 
 
December 3   5:00 PM Ray & Betsy Berg 
December 4   8:00 AM Don & Debbie Ploch 
  10:30 AM Jim & Sandi Rogosienski 
December 10   5:00 PM Dave & Judy Page 
December 11   8:00 AM Craig & Stacy Thoreson 
  10:30 AM Jon & Sandy Anderson 
December 17   5:00 PM Joe & Mary Ann Kindrai 
December 18   8:00 AM Ed & Doris Mueller 
  10:30 AM Steve Mueller, Dorothy Engelbart 
December 24 & 26  Volunteers 
December 31   5:00 PM Shirley Hubbard, Joan Dorcey 
 



 

EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Pastor Bill  pastortlcsm@sbcglobal.net 
Sharon   officetlcsm@sbcglobal.net 
Becca   youthtlcsm@sbcglobal.net 
Jana   choirstlcsm@sbcglobal.net 
Tom   organisttlcsm@sbcglobal.net  

 
 
 

USHERS 
 

December 3/4 
5:00 PM Bob & Linda Iversen 
8:00 AM Bruce & Joyce Warwick, Tom & Gayle Barbian 
10:30 AM Steve Jagler, James Jagler, Patrick Conway 

December 10/11 
5:00 PM Diane Banach, Kevin Dathe 
8:00 AM Jeff, Joe, and Jenna Jagler, Tim Talaska 
10:30 AM Mike Danes, Cristina Crogan, Bob & Alan Kilby 

December 17/18 
5:00 PM Donna Dupuis, Greg Buck 
8:00 AM John Wawrzyniak, Dick Schaefer, Al Czysh 
10:30 AM David Hahn, Nick Ulezelski 

Cindy Felicki, Jerome Zylka 
December 24/25 

Volunteers Needed 
December 31 

5:00 PM Jay Kullmann, Linn Walloch 
 
 
 
 



�����������	
�� 	
���	
��������	������ 	

	

 What would Christmas be like without the 
beautiful poinsettias to set the altar ablaze with color 
for this 2011 Christmas season? 
 Each flower will be in a 7-inch pot with 5 to 7 

blooms and will be delivered to the church for use throughout the 
holiday season. The flowers will come from Mileager’s in Racine. 
 

After the Christmas Day service, you can leave them for the 
remainder of the 12 days of Christmas or you can take your 
flower home to enjoy for months to come. 
We are offering three colors to choose from. Please indicate your 
choice on the form. 
 

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4 

 
Name:_______________________________________ 
Phone:_______________________________________ 
 

I would like to order the following 7-inch Poinsettia/s at $9.25 
each 
  _____Red 
  _____White 
  _____Pink 
Please indicate: 
_____Given to the glory of Christ’s birth 
_____Given in memory 
 

Of___________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
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CITRUS FRUIT SALE  

 
 The youth planning to attend the Youth Gathering in 2012 
are selling delicious grapefruit and oranges until December 4. A 
description and prices for the fruit are listed below. If you would 
like to place an order, please contact Becca at 
youthtlcsm@sbcglobal.net or see her or one of the youth at church. 
You may also call the church office at 764-4066. 
	

	
	
	


